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Important Note 
 

This copy of the NHS (General Medical Services) Regulations 1992 has been electronically reproduced from 
a version published March 1999 by the GPC secretariat, which was the 1996 consolidated version 
additionally incorporating seven further statutory instruments (SI).   
 

Although the document has been checked for errors, it is intended only as a guide for members and 
constituents of the WMRLMC, and has no official status.  For a statement of law, reference must be made to 
the appropriate statutory instrument. 
 

 
 
Inquiries about prescriptions and referrals 
 
49. (1) A doctor whose name is included in the medical list shall, subject to sub-paragraphs 

(2) and (3) below, sufficiently answer any inquiries, whether oral or in writing, from 
the HA concerning: 
(a) any prescription form issued by the doctor under these terms of service; 
(b) the considerations by reference to which the doctor issues such forms under 

these terms of service; 
(c) the referral by the doctor under these terms of service of any patient to any 

other services provided under the Act; and 
(d) the considerations by reference to which the doctor refers patients to any such 

services. 
 
(2) An inquiry referred to in sub-paragraph (1) may be made only for the purpose either 

of obtaining information to assist the HA to discharge its functions or of assisting the 
doctor in the discharge of his obligations under these terms of service. 

 
(3) A doctor shall not be obliged to answer any inquiry referred to in sub-paragraph (1) 

unless it is made by a doctor appointed under regulation 38 who produces, on 
request, written evidence that he is authorised by the HA to make such an inquiry on 
behalf of the HA. 

 
 
 


